CHAS-301 18th century
PLEASANT HILL (Truman's Place) and later
Hughesville

Private

Originally part of Manor of Truman's Place (also known as
Truman's Place), a 1665 land grant to Nathaniel Truman, and en-
compassing parts of The Inclosure and Pryor's Cleave, patent
tracts of William Wilkerson's, Pleasant Hill is an interesting
though extensively altered building. The oldest part of the
house is the three bay first floor level of the main block.
Displayving well executed Flemish bond brickwork, this part of
the house probably dates from the third quarter of the 18th
century. Its several original features include a chamfered
watertable, two exterior chimneys at each end with chamfered
brick shoulders, and a full cellar with arched niches beneath
the chimney bases.

Pleasant Hill, as it was later called, was altered and
enlarged at various times in the 19th century, including the
raising of the walls to a full two-story height and the addi-
tion of a two-story wing at the south end. The present center
hall-four room plan dates from this period. 1In more recent
years the south wing was torn down and replaced by the exist-
ing two-part brick wing. A two-story galleried porch was
also built across the west front of the main block. Most of
the interior woodwork dates from the late 19th and early 20th
centuries and is of an extremely plain design.

Throughout most of the 19th and early 20th century, the
property was owned by members of the Gardiner family.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Truman's Place is a composite of three basic phases of construction,
each carried out about 100 years apart. A two-story house with a
two-part wing, it faces west and is approached by a private drive
that begins at the north end of Bassford Road.

The oldest part of the existing house is the first floor level of
the main block. Believed to date from the mid-eighteenth century,
the original structure was of Flemish bond construction, three bays
wide on both side elevations, and had two exterior chimneys at each
end and a gable roof. 1In addition to its attractively executed
masonry this older part of the house is noted for its chamfered
water-table and chimney shoulders. Between the two north chimneys
were two gable windows, both of which were later bricked in. The
house was built with a full cellar in which can be seen the arched
niches supporting the chimneys and some eighteenth century framing.

In the mid-nineteenth century the original house was raised to two-
storys by extending the end walls with common bond brick and the
side walls with frame. It was at this time that the front and rear
windows of the original house were enlarged and the existing two-
over-two sash installed. A first floor window was also provided
between the two north end chimneys. Additional alterations included
the raising of the four chimney stacks and the complete renovation
of the first floor interior of the original house, the latter in-
cluding the changing of the room arrangement to its present center
hall plan. It was also at this time that a slightly lower two-
story wing was built at the south end. Off-centered on this eleva-
tion of the main block, the wing was accessible by doors located
between the southwest corner and the first south end chimney at
both floor 1levels.

In the late 1960's and early 1970's the house was completely reno-
vated, on both the interior and exterior, leaving very little of
the original or even nineteenth century fabric. Major exterior
work included the resheathing of the frame walls and the addition
of a two-story galleried porch on the west side and a one-story
porch with roof balustrade on the east side. The upper levels of
both porches are accessible by doors located in the center bays

of the side elevations. Louvered exterior shutters were also
added, as well as a milled "colonial-style" architrave to frame the
front (west) door. It was also at this time that the nineteenth
century south wing was torn down and replaced by a two=-part brick
wing that houses a modern kitchen in the gambrel roofed center sec-
tion and a garage in the smaller gable roofed end part.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Originally part of Manor of Truman's Place (also known as Truman's
Place), a 1665 land grant to Nathaniel Truman, and encompassing
parts of The Inclosure and Pryor's Cleave, patent tracts of William
Wilkerson's, Pleasant Hill is an interesting though extensively
altered building. The oldest part of the house is the three bay
first floor level of the main block. Displaying well executed
Flemish bond brickwork, this part of the house probably dates from
the third quarter of the 18th century. Its several orginal features
include a chamfered watertable, two exterior chimneys at each end
with chamfered brick shoulders, and a full cellar with arched niches
beneath the chimney bases.

Pleasant Hill, as it was later called, was altered and enlarged at
various times in the 19th century, including the raising of the walls
to a full two-story height and the addition of a two-story wing at
the south end. The present center hall-four room plan dates from
this period. In more recent years the south wing was torn down and
replaced by the existing two-part brick wing. A two-story galleried
porch was also built across the west front of the main block. Most
of the interior woodwork dates from the late 19th and early 20th
centuries and is of an extremely plain design.

Throughout most of the 19th and early 20th century, the property
was owned by members of the Gardiner family.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Pleasant Hill is located on a 354.45 acre tract of land
identified as parcel 23, Map 26 of the Charles County
Tax Maps (revised January, 1976).

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT!ES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Charles County Planning Department August, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Charles County Courthouse 645-6537
CITY OR TOWN STATE
La Plata Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CHAS-301
TRUMAN'S PLACE
From N.W. J.R.Rivoire, 1978



] PR

i

£
#
b

—




e

CHAS-301
TRUMAN'S PLACE
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